
A Description of the Garden 

In a guide put together nearly 30 years ago, the garden is described as follows: 

The gardens were laid out between 1706 and 1715. The raised terrace on which the ruins of the old 

castle stand is a dominant feature. Over 190 yards long by 15 yards wide, it is held up by the massive 

retaining wall over 18 feet high built by Baillie Gordon around 1708. One of the  decorative features, 

are the small chips of stone embedded in the mortar joints. The thick shelter walls of the gardens, as 

at Pitmedden, are covered with apple trees. 

The square building , adjacent to the steps which lead up to the terrace, is part of the castle of 1782. 

There is alleged to be an entrance to a tunnel in this area which runs under the river to the old Rectory 

of St Mary on the Rock. The owner of the Rectory, at the time, investigated the exit of the tunnel 

which is now silted up 

The fifteen adjacent yew trees are almost 300 years old. Originally planted well apart, over the         

centuries they have merged to form a άdark cathedral-like enclosureέΦ They are probably the finest 

examples of ancient yews anywhere in Scotland. 

The sundial, a design unknown elsewhere ex-

cept at Pitmedden, is a Schedule A listed 

monument. It has 24 facets, a very unusual 

feature in sundials. 

The scallop edged fountain marks  the centre 

of the original garden which was extended by 

30 yards to the south in 1850. The sundial 

originally marked the centre. 

The quaint ornamental yew hedges were 

planted to insulate the grove of yew trees and 

the lawns from the vegetable and flower beds which lie outside them. These hedges rival those of 

Crathes Castle.  

In it heyday, this was one of the finest gardens in Scotland. Just a casual walk round will demonstrate 

that this was the case. 

As you can imagine, the restoration and maintenance of the garden is going to cost a lot of money and 

the success of the venture will depend on the support given by the people of Ellon as well as from   

industry, government, and other sources. 



WILDLIFE IN THE GARDEN 

The title suggests some kind of wild party in the Castle Gardens but that is not the intention. As well 

as interesting ƅƻǊŀ in the garden there are also animals or ŦŀǳƴŀΦ Those  of you who took part in the 

open day or were in the gardens as volunteers may have seen a red 

squirrel. This north of Scotland is one of the few parts of the UK where 

you can still see red squirrels in the wild. The reason for this is that an 

American cousin of the red squirrel ({ŎƛǳǊǳǎ ǾǳƭƎŀǊƛǎύ and known as the 

grey squirrel ({ŎƛǳǊǳǎ ŎŀǊƻƭƛƴŜƴǎƛǎ) was introduced to the UK and is 

gradually displacing the red squirrel. The grey squirrel carries a virus to 

which it is immune but from which the red squirrel dies. We must 

make every attempt to protect these red squirrels in the garden and 

encourage them to continue to live and thrive in this ideal environment. 

The squirrels are not the only animals to be seen in the garden. There are of course a variety of bird 

species. I recently saw a sparrow hawk and there are many smaller birds and also rabbits. We will  

prepare a wildlife pamphlet so that you can identify our feathered 

friends as you walk round the    garden. However, there is a much 

larger animal who although not     resident in the garden is a regular 

visitor. I am referring to the fox which visits usually in the morning 

and at dusk but can be seen at other times. Of course, foxes are 

seen as a threat to farm livestock and are hunted in some parts of 

the UK. They feed on small mammals such as rabbits and squirrels 

and while they are regarded as cunning animals, they are also shy. 

Increasingly, foxes are found in urban environments scavenging for scraps of food wherever they can 

find it. 

THE WOODLAND ENVIRONMENT 

The walled woodland behind the gardens and across the drive leading to the present Ellon Castle, also belongs 

to the Gardens Trust and contains a variety of interesting native trees. It is the intention to develop walks in 

this area and this would be an ideal place to take school groups involved in nature projects. Some basic work is 

required in this area but the majority of the trees are in good condi-

tion. The area is set out in terraces running from east to west in the 

garden. A set of steps which belonged to the original 1852   castle 

leads up to this area. The picture on the right is of the grand-

children of Sir James Reid sitting on the wall of the fountain. On the 

extreme right is Richard Ingram of Private Eye fame. 



NEWSLETTER No 2 - NOVEMBER 2015 

This border features one of the many box hedges in the garden. These form the boundaries round the 

walls and will contain plants or vegetables when properly developed. There are already many plants 

and bulbs in the garden and these will be rescue and developed in a nursery. 

OPEN DAY  

Although the 

weather was not 

on our side, we 

had a very good 

turnout from the 

community on our άopen dayέ on Saturday 12th September. 

There were about 200 visitors and for some who have lived in 

Ellon all of their life, this was the first time that had been in-

side the secret garden. All were fascinated by what they saw 

and especially interested in what Bob Davies—our yew expert 

had to say about the famous yew trees. Bob 

reckoned that the oldest of trees were about 

600 years and were therefore there before the 

garden. One visitor , Eddie Middleton saidά My 

first sight in 51 years living in Ellon, and I was 

not disappointed and signed up as a volunteer.έ 

OUR CHAIRMAN 

Alan Cameron is the 

first Chair of the 

Trust.  After a career 

in education, politics 

and business, Alan 

retired and is now 

involved with several 

voluntary groups. He 

was invited by the 

then owners of the 

garden - Scotia and Barratts to help form 

the Garden Trust. After overcoming    

several challenges, the Trust took over 

the garden on 31st May 2015. 



Contact Us 

For more information about  the 

garden or if you wish to        

volunteer or become a member, 

contact  our factor  - 

Julie Lorimer,  

factor@elloncastlegardens.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.elloncastlegardens.org 

See  us on Facebook 

Ellon Castle Gardens 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

The Trust has ambitions plans to ensure that the Castle   

Garden will be a first class resource for the community  but 

will also be a major attraction for Ellon.  We are confident 

that by attracting  visitors to the garden, there will be an 

economic spin-off for the shop-keepers in the village. 

To this end, the vision for the garden encompasses a car and 

bus park a shop and heritage centre and a café / restaurant. 

It is also the vision of the Trust that the greenhouses will be 

restored to their former glory.  As web move into that development phase, we would wish to consult 

widely with you, the community of Ellon. 

THE VIDEO 

Have you seen the video? Using the latest drone technology, 

you have the opportunity to have a birdôs eye view of the gar-

den and an opportunity to see what a unique and wonderful 

place it is. 

https://vimeo.com/142568722 

FACEBOOK:I know it is a generation thing but if you can 

have a look at our site on facebook. One of the 

contributors, Joe Dunlap wrote from Canada to 

say that his   distant relative was gardener at Ellon 

Castle Gardens in the late 1700s. Joe refers to 

Lady Penelope (Penelope Dering) who was the mistress of 

George Gordon, 3rd Earl of Aberdeen. 

THE GARDENER  

The Trust has advertised widely for a gardener to start the task of restoring the garden. We are   

hopeful that we can make an appointment in the very near future. This will provide many more      

opportunities for volunteers to help under the supervision of the gardener. 

NEXT VOLUNTEER DAYðSATURDAY 7th NOVEMBER. WATCH FACEBOOK FOR DETAILS 

CONTCT JULIEð Factor@Elloncastlegardens.org  IF NOT ALREADY REGISTERED. 


